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ADVERTISEMENT. 


J.  W.  PARKINS,  Esqr.,  Ex-Sherifif  of  London,  afte.i  being  incar- 
cerated in  the  New-York  Debtoi's  Prison,  for  five  years,  for  alieged 
contempt  of  Court,  is  now  unconditionally  liberated  by  order  of  the 
Chancellor. 

The  people  of  this  country  and  of  England,  being  generally  aware 
that  Mr.  Parkins  has  been  made  the  victim  of  a  vile  speculation,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  great  reputed  wealth,  are  most  anxious  to  dive  into  the 
secrets  of  the  whole  transaction  ;  aiid  therefore:  the  Publishers  have  issued 
ths  present  Pamphlet,  which  will  trace  all  the  causes  to  their  great  ori- 
ginal source,  and  which  will  f  :llv  prove  that  the  State  of  New-Vork— 
(the  Queen  State  of  this  land  of  freedom)  has  place  ;  him  in  durance  in 
a  filthy  dungeon,  for  the  period  above  mentioned,  in  order,  as  it  would 
seem,  to  starve  him  into  the  consent  of  rendering  up  his  property  to 
mdividual  plunder. 

The  above  language  is  none  too  warm  for  the  occasion  ;  for  though 
Mr.  Parkins'  property  is  most  ample,  if  at  his  command,  he  has  been 
compelled  to  depend  for  a  subsistence  upon  the  crumbs  which  fell  from 
the  Alms  House  table  during  the  whole  period  of  his  confinement.  Nor 
was  this  the  only  means  resorted  to,  to  force  him  into  a  surrender  of  his 
money — for  finding  that  he  preferred  sacrificing  his  freedom,  and  even 
his  life,  to  his  feelings  and  his  rights,  the  State  allowed  an  individual  to 
procure  a  body  of  police  men  and  ipnake  a  violent  assault  upon  him  in  his 
wretched  cell,  where  they  robbed  him  of  several  valuable  documents,  but 
overlooked  those  which  they  came  expressly  to  deprive  him  of. 

In  the  course  of  the  work,  several  letters  from  different  persons  of 
eminence  will  be  published,  and  among  the  rest,  a  number  from  Abijah 
Mann,  Junr.,  member  of  Congress,  and  quondam  agent  of  Mr.  Parkins, 
in  which  the  original  spelling,  punctuation  and  capitalizing,  will  be  pre- 
served, in  order  to  show  that  an  acquaintance  with  even  the  simplest  ru- 
diments of  education  is  not  one  of  the  necessary  attributes  of  a  member 
of  Congress.  ^  : 

Fifteen  of  these  letters  have  just  been  received  from  Henr\*i^.  Wise^ 
member  of  Congress,  who  detained  them  for  a  considerable  time  without 
consent,  and  for  apparently  very  mysterious  purposes,  and  |it  length 
forwarded  them  through  the  medium  of  William  Kent,  Couifeellor  at 
Law,  who  at  the  same  time  brought  the  Chancellor's  order  for  the  Ex- 
Sheriflf's  discharge. 

These  with  other  interesting  documents,  in  which  the  honorable  Henry 
A.  Wise,  the  honorable  J.  W.  Webb,  and  other  honorable  and  noted 
Gentlemen  may  appear  still  more  notorious,  will  be  published  in  Numbers 
of  16  pages  octavo. 

The  Publishers. 
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When  the  reader  has  glanced  over  the  letters,  affidavits,  &c.  contained 
in  this  pamphlet,  and  those  which  will  appear,  he  will  be  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  Mr.  Parkins  is  the  most  victimized  man  he  ever  read  of ; 
but,  nevertheless,  he  will  also  feel  that  he  would  much  rather  be  placed 
in  that  Gentleman's  situation,  plundered  and  degraded  as  he  has  been, 
than  in  the  shoes  of  any  of  the  unblushing  scoundrels  who  conspired  for 
his  destruction.  The  situation  of  Mr.  Abijah  Mann,  is  in  particular  of  a 
most  unenviable  nature.  This  person  first  ingratiates  himself  with  Mr. 
Parkins  by  the  most  servile  flattery,  and  pretensions  to  knowledge  and 
honesty ;  and  then  as  may  be  ,seen  through  his  most  fulsome  epistles, 
having  obtained  his  ends,  turns  round  and  stings  him  like  an  adder. 

We  would  especially  call  the  reader's  attention  to  his  6rst  long  letter, 
which  is  about  as  pretty  a  specimen  of  rigmarole  as  we  ever  came  across. 
In  this  singular  epistle  in  which  a  most  flatulent  pretension  to  knowledge 
and  the  utmost  contempt  for  good  grammar  (considering  that  the  writer 
is  a  member  of  Congress,)  are  striving!  for  effect,  Mr.  Abijah  Mann 
draws  a  portrait,  of  what  he  considers  to  be  the  perfection  of  an  agent 
to  manage  a  rich  gentleman''^  pioperty,  and  then  very  modestly  winds 
up  by  telling  Mr.  Parkins,  without  quiver  or  qualification,  that  he  is  just 
the  man  for  his  money. 

The  reader  will  next  please  to  observe,  that  in  all  the  subsequent  let- 
ters, Mr.  Mann  appears  to  be  in  a  most  uncomfortable  state  of  the  fidgets 
to^show  his  great  devotion  and  admiration  for  Mi.  Parkins.  He  always 
calls  him  his  "  Dear  Sir,"  and  generally  remains  "  with  high  respect,  his 
friend  and  obedient  servant."  And  when  he  introduces  him  to  Allen, 
he  tells  him  that  Mr.  P.  "  is  a  ge^^tleman  of  high  and  honorable  feelings, 
and  worthy  of  the  esteem  and  cbrresponding  feelings  of  honorable  men." 
And  he  also  on  sundry  occasions  gives  him  great  credit  for  his  sound 
and  VALUABLE  knowledge  of  business,  and  for  his  "  prudent  caution." 

Mr.  Mann's  affections,  however,  were  too  violent  to  last  long,  for  no 
sooner  has  he  possessed  himself  of  a  large  amount  of  his  dearly  beloved 
friend's  property,  than  he  suddenly  discovers  that  he  is  unfit  to  take 
charge  of  his  own  affairs,  or  even  to  be  left  to  the  engagement  of  his  per- 
sonal liberty,  and  accordingly  he  very  considerately  consigns  him  over 
to  a  pestilential  dungeon,  and  then  swears  point  blank  that  he  thinks  him 
insane. 

And  why  did  Mr.  Mann  swear  that  Mr.  Parkins  was  insane  Simply 
because  he  done  as  nobody  else  would  have  done  ;  that  is,  in  the  first 
place,  he  took  his  advice,  and  in  the  second  place  he  trusted  him  with 
his  money,  and  accordingly  as  the  result  has  shown,  Mr.  Mann  had  every 
reason  to  consider  him  a  fool  for  his  pains,  and  in  swearing  to  this  fact 
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before  the  Court,  Mr.  Mann  did  the  only  manly  or  honest  thing  which 
marked  his  conduct  during  the  whole  of  his  transactions  with  Mr.  Parkins. 

In  short,  Mr.  Abijah  Mann  has  placed  himself  in  one  of  two  most  atro- 
cious predicaments.  He  has  either  gone  calculatingly  to  work  lo  plunder 
an  unfortunate  stranger  whom  he  believed  to  be  insane,  or  else  he  has 
sworn  to  an  abominable  falsehood.  And  in  either  case  the  chief  ground 
of  complaint  which  he  has  preferred  against  the  individual  whom  he  has 
so  deeply  injured,  is  that  the  said  individual  was  so  simple  hearted  and 
unskilled  in  duplicity,  as  to  follow  his  advice. 

Touching  the  idea  of  the  insanity  of  Mr.  Parkins,  is  all  nonsense.  In- 
deed, he  has  given  evidence  of  possessing  more  than  an  average  of  sound 
sense — for  had  he  not  been  a  man  of  an  uncommonly  strong  and  well  re- 
gulated mind,  he  must  either  have  sunk  under  the  mountain  of  injuries 
which  have  been  heaped  on  him,  or  else  have  actually  gone  mad,  the  an- 
ticipation of  one  of  which  results  first  induced  his  tormen\ers  to  incarcerate 
him  in  a  filthy  prison.  However,  there  is  nothing  very  mysterious  in  all 
this,  for  it  has  long  been  a  common  thing  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  first 
to  rob  a  man  and  then  to  swear  him  insane,  so  that  Mr.  Parkin's  blood 
suckers  can  no  more  lay  claim  to  originality  in  the  invention  of  their  plot, 
than  to  honesty  in  their  method  of  carrying  it  into  execution. 
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Fairfield  27  ©xitr.  1831. -n... 

J.  W.  Parkins  Esq. 

,  .     ■      -:l>e£ir  'Sir,  ■ 

j'Hi^i  ^  Ij  '^tn  '^hbiiibred  -hf '  'the'  tfeo^ipt 

in  due  course'  of  your  kind  letter  and  enclosures  of  ^'lMef  22& 
current  I  have  iliacle  the  copies  one  of  which  is  duly  executed 
as  you  desired  and  both  are  enclosed  in  a  separate  envelope. 
Your  suggestion  as  to  the  forni  of  action  Is  sound  and  valuable 
as  it  will  simplify  the  proceedings  to  one  which  is  common 
every  day.  The  interest  will  be  calculated  up  to  the  time  of 
recovery.  1  have  not  had  leisure  to  test  your  calculation  but 
will  do  so  sobn^  and  prefer  to  do  it  myself  rather  than  to  ttiM 
my  clerks  as  at  present  I  do  not  wish  them  to  be  advised  of 
my  agency.  I  shall  hope  to  be  able  about  the  I5tb  March  to 
Commence  the  reconnoitre  of  Stephenson  and  unknown  and 
unsuspected  to  Watch  his  movements  and  doings  for  a  time.  I 
do  also  hope  by  patient  in dus^try  and  proper  firmness  of  pur- 
pose to  Compel  him  to  at  least  partial  Justice!  I  shall  be  plea- 
sed to  hear  from  you  as  yoUi*  leisure  will  permit  and  desiring 
your  present  md  future  happiness  I  am  Bir  with  Sentiments  of 
true  Respect 

Yo\ir  friend  and  humble  servant 

A.  MANN.  Junr- 

^^^^'^^SiivAtfe  ' ■ 

Fairfield  N.  Y.  2d  January  1832. 
J.  ,  W.  parkins- Esq. 

Dear..Sir^.>^joif)VGw  „:?y  o:;  -f-i- 

.liva  oonversatioa  which! 
Iiad  the  pleasure  to  hold  with  you  when  we  were  last  together 
in  respect  to  the  investment  of  foreign  Capital  in  property 
this  country  and  the  management  of  it  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  request  my  general  views  on  those  Suhjects^and  as  to  the 
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manntT  oi  such  ijives(m«jit  and  the  irianagemeiit.  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  coinply  with  that  request  as  far  as  at  present  with 
my  other  avocations  I  able.  ^  Sooii  after  the  American 
Revolution  I  believe  there  was  a  Strong  feeling  in  England 
among  some  of  ^the :  nTonied  Capitalists  to  make  large  invest- 
ments i':s  this  Country  in  real  Estate.  ...  frivi^.ifG^lin^/exlended 
hi  a  considerable  degree  to  the  continent  and  the  consequence, 
was  that:among  others  ,  of  less  note  Sir  William  Puliney  Sir 
John  Mjornljy-  aofi jComprUU'-  (oripe^l ,  in  rf)|,ipst^rd^ii|  call^^lj  t^be 
Ho!*and  li\nd  Company  hqcaine  ij€?ized  in  fep  simple  ,upd|^~«ef^- 
eral  acts  of ,  our,  .Legiislatiire  of  extensive  doinai^is  noiy,  co^^j, 
prising  the  rich  and  fertiJe  Country  in  Wcfcitern  NciW  Joi^ 
bounded  on  the  great t|y5|}ves  ,^V\cl>t%f>^^^  ^\)^n 
paid  for  their  acquisitions,  wa^  an  .  average  ;of  /about^. Ten. €^i;ij,s 
per  English  acre.  ,  Som^  American ipitizens  also  mad^  sitfiii^r 
I^rge  purchase?^: and  among  tl)0SGi  most,  conspicuous:  ^vfisf{|jj^ 
Late  Ilobei;f(  ,]M9,ri;iB;  qf.  ;Phnitidc]phia  -  a  ^^^^^n^,^of,  gr^^ 
wealth,  and;  reputation.  Sir  Edward  Ellice  Avho  J  heli/p^Ke 
yiras  thc^nce^ter  of  the  present  ^secretary  of  the.  Britislj,,  '-ITf^ea- 
sur.y^j^quiri9ii;.aji^;;gejestate^^,^ 

a^  what  time  or  for  , >v,hat  consideration  1  am  not  now  inform,efJ• 
^  might  enumerate  a  great  number  of  others  ;'b,vit  these  „w,Ul 
sjufiice  for  the,  present.  ^  All  the^e' inve^tmeiit^ 
>yhe^  the  cpufltry  wfis  ^npw  mf^rj^pyie^;  j^a^ 
and  depopulated  of  its  most  enterprising  populaUoa  .:])Y,(}Jt^ 
war  then  just  terminated.  T^e,  hoUlers  hp.w  evei;«tiien  consti- 
tuted agents  and;  land  officers  for  the  sale  of  their  property. 
The  agents  at  first  were  generally  liberal  and  bold  adventurers 
who  did  not  hesitate  in  some  instances  expend  at  large  sums  of 
money  in  buildings  and  improvements  for  which  they  drew 
bills  on  their  wealthy  employers.  For  instaijc,e^jQjharles 
William^or^  who  wa^  .Sir  Williapri  Pultney's  agent  used  fre- 
quently to  remarV  jocsely  tliat  God  made  Genawi  but  that 
he  made  Bath  !  In  short  the  result  of  ' all  these  speculations  as 
far  as  they  are  yet  developed' (excej^t  the  Holland  land  Comp. 
I  believ6 'arc  that  'the' agbnts  arc  wealthy  while  the  question 
whether  or  not  the  ownership  tobfe  ^r^imbursed  'with  i'ntere^t 
remains  doubtftiK  The  Holland  Comp.  have  managed  th^lr^'ih 
the  Dut^h  Ivay  ^ind'how  h^vie^  pitbpeTty  worth  mnny  Willib^fe 
of 'd'onai-s.    Whili^*  Vh'ey  liftVe  'ttpf  ^^at-ed  to  fi^t  liberfilh''  Wthh 
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tMfey  have  reserved  some  of  the  best. and,  most  desirable 
lands  and  I^have  no  tloxibt  bqt  that  they,  will  make  a  very 
large-  -^cqwi^UiiPn  ill ]the  iresiult.  .  Their ;  pripiEjpali  ag^nt  resides 
ajt  iPhiladelphia.  while  their  acting .  agents  are  on  or  near 
their,  property.  Among  the  latter  L  have  a  brother  from 
wWm  J  have  recived  some  information  on  the  sjubject  and 
Ijliving  also  myself  been  mnch  engaged  in  ;ag«i)cies  of  all  the 
differient  kiinds  and  in  various  large  trusts  I  haTve  been  led  to 
^Mch  general  investigation  of  such  subjects :  and  an  extensive 
^acquaintance  in  various,  parts  of  theUnion.  This  is  some- 
Wfh^^  inCid^jii i  t-o  .my  profession  as  constritcted  in  this  country 
an4  as  the  result  of  my  informatioi;!  and  opinions  I  feel  bound  in 
£^ir-ness  ;^o  say  to  .you  that  the  investments  of  foreign  capital 
hqr^t0im^-.-:m,?idQ  in  the  real  estate  of  ,  this  country  have  npt 
always  palQvefl  prpfitable  in  the  man^^r  inwhich  they  have  been 

.-.^jEvery.thing .depends  , upon  the  elections  of  sound,  prudent, 
q,-ii^  jufMcicam  .  They  should  be  men  of;  business  , an 

whose  integrity  the  utmost  reliance  can  be  placed.  Thus  far 
\  ,hay-e,  given,  you  a  brief  outline  of  what  has  been  done  and 
c»f  the  j^psults  as  far  as  those  results  are  yet  known.  How- 
^Yjex,  n?,y,Jiidgment  dictates  that  capital  can  now  be  safely  and 
prpfitably .invested  in  the  real  estate  of  this  country  and  that 
no^, 3p[i9^i;e,  i^yor^|)je  t^^^  has  existed  or  w^xll  hereafter  exist 
t,^ai|  th(e, present., J ^,^^1^  will  ask  some  reasons  fpr  an  opinon  so 
confident.  First  the  country  is  now  in;  some  degree  opened 
and  the  wilderness  has  given  way  to  industry  and  civilization. 
Secon<J  pur  population  has  intcreased  more  than  fourfold 
since  most  of  the  former  investments  were  made.  Third  the 
people  have  accumalated  the  means  to  make  payment  for  pur- 
chases by  their  agriculture  and  commercial  industry.  Fourth 
our  goverment  is  out  of  debt  and  therefore  is  not  under  the 
necessity  of  consuming  so  large  a  portion  of  the  surplus  income 
labor  and  Investments  should  now  be  made  in  different  and  dis- 
trict iQcaions  and  judiciously  apportioned  and  I  should  pre- 
fer a  county  in  a  state  of  progressive  and  rapid  improvement. 
Thfi  ^gfent  should  bd  an  active  man  acqiiainted  with  the  coun- 
li-yldtsi  laws  and  people  and  moreover  possess  all  the  qualities 
before  .mentioBed.  This  country  is  destined  to  agriculture  and 
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I  b^live  is  capable  of  being  made  to  provide  bread  stuffs  suf- 
ficient to  supply  all  the  countries  of  Europe  and  I  have  often 
been  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  policy  of  the  common  laws  of 
Great  Britain  as  applied  to  us  because  I  am  confident  that  a 
free  exchange  of  our  corn  for  their  manufactures  would  prove 
mutually  beneficial.  ,  I  believe  that  there  is  some  prospect  of  a 
change  of  policy  in  this  respect  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic 
and  if  a  modifiication  is  effected  our  real  estate  and  the  interest 
of  agriculture  will  be  greatly  improved.  Investments  would 
then  certainly  be  profitable.  After  I  shall  leave  the  present 
Congress  of  which  I  have  recently  had  the  honor  of  being 
constituted  a  member  I  shoukl  be  willing  to  join  my  efforts 
with  capital  in  such  an  experiment  and  I  trust  it  is  not  vanity 
which  makes  me  believe  I  could  conduct  it  to  a  favorable  and 
profitable  result.  I  ought  to  mention  that  our  Legislature  in 
this  state  have  lately  acquired  a  jealousy  of  foreign  landhold- 
eris.  This  may  arise  from  fear  of  competition.  .During  the 
three  years  in  which  I  was  a  member  of  our  Legislature  I  tvas 
not  able  to  obtain  but  one  lai\v  of  the  kind  sind  that  upon  con- 
ditions which  were  scarcely  accepteble.  The  former  policy 
of  tiie  Goverment  was  the  reverse  and  I  think  will  be  so 
again  as  the  introduction  and  investment  of  capital  is  generally 
btoficial'  to  the  enterprise  of  every  icountry.  Perhaps  my 
dear  sir  f  owe  yon  an  apology  for  so  long  and  so  desultory  a 
letter  but  if  necessary  1  trust  you  will  find  excuse  for  me  iia 
the  nature  of  the  subject' '      X^^""^^  ^''^  -  j^hm  . 

.^oyiixaiyio,^i^^^j.;^jtji  high  respect 
binl'inot  Y^^^  obedient  Servant. 

■•■^^  '"-''^'^  •      A.  MANN  Jr. 


New  York  1  Feb.  1832. 

Dear  Sir 

I  arrived  in  this  City  last  Saturday  Evening  and  learning 
from  Mrs.  Mann  that  you  had  kindly  enquired  for  me  I  adopt 
this  mode  to  advise  you  of  my  arriral  and  that  I  shall  be  happy  to 
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see  you  at  61,  Broadway^  whenever  your  convenience  will  best 
permit.  I  would  do  myself  the  honor  to  call  if  I  knew  your  ad- 
duess.  Serious  accident  has  prevented  my  being  here  as  I  ex- 
pected when  I  saw  you  last  and  my  health  at  present  is  not  quite 
established. 

lam  respectfully 
Your  obdt.  Servt. 

A.  MANN,  jun. 


J  W  Parkins  Esq. 

2  February  1832 
With  great  pleasure  Mr.  Mann  will  have  the  honour  to  call  on 

his  Esteemed  friend  Mr.  Parkins  this  morning  about  10  oclock — 
Mr  M  is  afflicted  with  cold  and  a  little  teeth  ache  Except 

which  his  health  is  restored,  nearly — 

Thursday  Morning 
8  Oclock,  A.  M. 


Dear  Sir 

1  enclose  the  paper  which  you  suggested  for  your  careful 
examination.  I  may  have  the  pleasure  to  call  at  your  lodgings 
this  afternoon  or  Evening. 

Resply  and  Truely 

J  W  Parkins,  Esq 

■  AMANNjr 

15th  Feby  1832 


Whereas  I  Joseph  W  Parkins  have  this  day  assigned  and  set 
over  to  Abijah  Mann  Jr  several  mortgages  and  the  bonds  and 
policies  of  Insurance  accompanyiug  the  same  which  Mortgages 
bonds  were  severally  executed  to  me  by  Lewis  F  Allen,  A  Ira 
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Blossom,  Julius  Guiteau  Barent  J  Statts  Jeremiah  Statts,  D 
Shepard  Charles  T  Baskett  and  Sally  Groesbeck  on  certain  pro- 
perty in  the  village  of  Buffalo  to  secure  the  sum  of  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  with  interest  in  the  whole.  This  is  to  certify  that 
said  Mann  has  left  such  bonds  and  Mortgages  and  policies  in  my 
hands  for  the  purpose  of  having  acknowledgments  made  before  a 
Commissioner  of  deeds  of  such  assignments  so  made  bv  me. 
New  York  14th  Feby  1832 


New  York  15th  Feby  1832. 

J.  W.  Parkins  Esq. 
Dear  Sir 

In  pursuance  of  your  request  I  obtained  an  interview  with 
Mr  F  A  Tallinadge  in  respect  to  your  business  and  he  informed 
me  that  a  person  by  the  name  of  Cook  had  commenced  an  action 
against  you  as  he  understood  for  Services  rendered  as  a  Scri- 
vener that  a  report  of  referees  had  been  made  in  his  favour  for 
^100  which  he  had  moved  the  Court  of  Com.  Fleas  to  have  set 
aside  unsuccessfully — that  a  judgment  would  probably  be  perfect- 
ed on  monday  next  v/henhe  supposed  an  execution  would  be  issu- 
ed in  Course  and  returned  with  a  view  of  filing  a  bill  in  Chancery 
under  the  revised  Statutes  of  this  state— that  from  what  he  knew 
or  had  heard,  he  did  not  believe  the  recovery  just  or  honorable, 
but  that  probably  the  best  way  was  to  Settle  and  pay  it  to  get 
rid  of  the  trouble  of  further  Litigation. — He  also  told  me  that 
Leonori  bad  Commenced  a  suit  against  you  for  pretended  ser- 
vices rendered  which  he  Tallmadge  had  defended  as  your 
Attorney  for  which  you  had  paid  him  a  fee  of  $125  satisfac- 
torily—that  said  suit  had  been  referred  to  referees  by  order  of 
the  Court,  that  he  opposed  such  referenee  unsuccesfully— that  he 
attended  before  the  referees  and  they  had  reported  in  your  favour 
and  he  gave  me  the  report  for  your  inspection— that  Leonori 
had  no  just  Claim  and  had  prosecuted  you  unjustly  Wickedly 
and  harshly  and  that  you  had-  been  shamefully  treated  by  the 
arrest  and  imprihonment  in  tliat  and  other  matters.— Mr  T.  also 
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told  me  the  story  of  the  affair  with  Taylor  who  had  re- 
covered a  verdict  in  an  action  of  Slander— that  you  had  been 
committed  to  Close  prison  by  being  surrendered  by  Munson  the 
bail  and  detained  by  adetainer  Lodged  by  that  purpose  I  believe 
at  the  suit  of  the  said  Cook.  That  Taylor  had  instituted  a  pro- 
ceeding under  the  revised  Statutes  to  Compell  an  assignment  in 
satisfaction  of  said  judgment  which  had  failed  at  first  on  the 
ground  that  you  had  not  been  personally  notified.— That  a  new 
similar  application  was  now  pending  and  stood  adjourned  to 
March  on  account  of  the  absence  of  Genl.  Lynch. 

That  Taylor  contemplated  or  threatened  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings in  Chancery  That  a  Mr  Johnson  who  acted  for 
Taylor  had  suggested  the  propriety  of  a  compromise,  but  was 
not  authorised  to  state  any  propositions  for  that  purpose.  —That 
his  brother  H  F  Tallmadge  had  become  your  bail  on  being  in- 
demnified, (having  received  from  you  $2700)  and  was  willing 
to  continue  such  bail.  That  a  suit  was  now  pending  on  the 
former  bail  bond  for  escape  which  he  however  did  not  believe 
could  be  sustained.  That  a  person  (whose  name  he  did  not 
recollect  Dr,  W  Anderson  from  Troy,)  who  held  an  order  for 
about  $400  on  the  Sheriff  drawn  by  Taylor  had  commenced  a 
suit  for  an  Escape  against  the  Sheriff  but  that  such  suit  could 
not  be  sustained  and  either  was  or  probably  would  be  abandon- 
ed. Slc  &c 

I  have  thus  given  you  the  substance  of  the  information  obtained 
without  note  or  comments  or  the  questions  asked  by  me  to 
Mr.  T.  we  had  some  general  conversation  and  I  retired.  If  I 
can  do  you  any  further  service,  1  shall  do  so  as  my  time  may 
permit  with  pleasure  and  in  the  mean  time 
Am  with  great  respect 

Your  obdt  Servt 

A.  MANN  Jr 


Wednesday  Evng  11  ocloek 
22Febyl832 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  seen  my  friend  Allen  and  have  had  full  and  free  Con- 
verse with  him  on  the  matters  of  which  we  Conversed,  and  he 
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will  Comply  with  my  request  to  give  you  any  aid  in  his  powei 

In  haste  Adiew 

AMANNJr 

J  W  Parkins  Esq. 


Copy 

New  York  23  Feb  1832 

Dear  Sir 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  to  your  acquaintanc 
my  friend  J  W  Parkins  Esq  late  Sheriff  of  London  who  will  han< 
you  this  letter.  Let  me  say  too  that  Mr  Parkins  is  a  gentlemai 
of  high  and  honorable  feelings  and  worthy  of  the  esteem  an 
corresponding  feelings  of  honorable  men. 

I  have  mentioned  to  you  his  peculiar  situation  here  and 
shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  aid  him  by  being  his  bail  if  he  neec 
any  such  aid,  and  moreover  will  see  you  fully  indemnified  an 
harmless  in  so  doing  for  which  Mr  Parkins  has  put  abundar 
means  at  my  disposal.  Any  advice  you  may  afford  him  wi 
confer  a  particular  favour  on  me. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Friend 

A  MANN  Jr. 

Gilbert  Allen  Esq 
No  17  South  Street  'and  23  Howard  street 


w 
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New  York,  Feby  22  1832  Han 

Sir 

I  have  signed  twenty  bills  for  interest  to  be  received  d)rtga 
bonds  and  mortgages  assigned  to  me  by  J  W  Parkins  Esq  jttln 
property  situated  at  Buffalo  which  1  wish  to  deposit  in  your  ban 
until  they  become  due,    1  have  given  the  prirtUs  notice  to  j); 
the  same  into  your  bank  aud  when  received  place  the  same 
the  credit  of  J  W  Parkins>    The  amount  of  the  twenty  bitei 
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^otdue  will  be  four  thousancr^two  hundred  dollars  and  the 
,  mount  on  four  bills  now  due  is  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollar. 

I  I  am  respectfully 

Your  most  obedt 

Jo  the  Cashier  of  the  Mechanics 
Exchange  Bank  New  York 

Tl  7        P^'^P^^^^  -        d^y^  after 

Uo  FaM^^^  -^^1  notice  direct- 

I  to  Fairfield  Mr  Parkms   will   deposit  the  papers  on  ac 

unt  as  soon  as  he  makes  acknowledgment  of  the  assignment. 

Yours 

A  MANN  Ji-. 


Fairfield  10th  April  1832 

I    J  W  Parkins  Esq 
Dear  Sir, 

I  I  returned  to  my  humble  residerfee  last  evening  from  Buf- 
0  where  I  nave  been  the  last  five  weeks  on  business,  I 
lected  to  find  a  letter  from  you  but  was  disappointed,    I  saw 

property  which  was  mortgaged  to  you  and  I  concur  fully 
t  it  is  a  good  security  for  the  money  invested,  Allen  and 
)Ssom  inform  me  that  you  have  insurance  assigned  for 
3,000,  and  that  in  Communicating  to  me  the  amount  of  In- 
ance  &c,  on  which  my  letter  to  Mr  Mosely  was  predicated 
Li  must  have  overlooked  the  policies  or  they  now  remain  in 

hands  of  your  agent.  Jeremiah  Statts  says  he  has  insurance 
$300  but  that  you  never  required  it  to  be  assigned,  as  his  lot 
rtgaged  is  worth  more  than  the  mortgage  money  and  that  he 
t  the  interest  due  last  December  and  it  was  paid  to  Mr 
lirtley  Shepard  and  Baskett  also  say  that  they  paid  their  in- 
vest on  the  day  to  Mr  Hartley  as  your  agent  and  that  they  by 
|i  agreement  were  not  required  to  insure.  Sally  Grosebeck's 
jerest,  I  was  informed  by  Mr  Mosely  was  paid  at  the  day  to 
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Mr  Hartley  as  your  agent.  Barent  J  Statts, .  and  Guiteau  say 
that  you  must  have  overlooked  their  insurance  which  is  now 
greater  than  the  amount  required  in  my  letter  to  Mosely. 
I  required  them  to  pay  the  interest  and  Jeremiah  Statts  in 
behalf  of  his  brother's  widow  paid  me  $105  the  amount  due  on 
the  money  which  his  brother  received,  and  told  me  that  he  would 
see  that  Guiteau  paid  the  residue  immediately.  Herein  I  forward 
to  you  my  check  for  the  money  I  have  received.  I  give  you 
the  statement  as  they  gave  it  to  me,  without  knowing  any  thing 
as  to  its  truth  or  falsehood.  You  will  be  able  ta  once  to  determine. 
I  hope  to  have  the  pleasuse  of  seeing  you  soon  in  N  York,  as  1 
intend  being  there  on  my  way  to  Pennsa.  I  learn  from  Mr  Allen 
that  you  design  going  to  your  native  land  soon  and  I  have  a  strong 
desire  to  see  you  before  you  go.  Can  you  say  at  what  time 
you  intend  to  sail  ?  I  will  have  the  letter  prepared  of  which 
you  spoke  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  say  that  my  health  is  good  and  I  hope  that  yours  is 
improved  and  established.  Be  kind  enough  to  let  me  hear  from 
you  by  return  mail. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  high  respect 
Your  friend  and  obedt  Servt 

A  MANN  Jr. 

P.  S.  Not  knowing  your  address  at  present  I  send  this  to  my 
friend  Allen  who  will  deliver  it  safely  to  you 

A  M  Jr 


April  26th,  1332 
Mr.  Mann  desires  his  respects  to  Mr.  Parkins  and  will  call  to 
see  him  at  half  past  8  in  this  morning. 

Friday  morning 


Fairfield  18th  October  1832 

Dear  Sir 

I  am  honoured  by  your  kind  letter  of  the  13th  cur. 
which  Came  in  due  Course  yesterday,'with  enclosures.  I  regret 
that  Circumstances  of  public  health  has  prevented  me  the 
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pleasure  of  Seeing  you  at  New  York  daring  the  Summer  and 
that  the  same  Circumstances  in  a  slight  degree  still  exist, 
Accept  my  thanks  for  the  Recipe  which  you  enclosed. 
Untill  last  evening  I  had  entertained  the  anticipation  of  seeing 
-you  next  week  as  I  have  no  great  fear  of  Cholera  but  my 
good  friends  and  neighbors  here  contrary  to  my  wishes  or 
Expectations  have  seen  fit  to  put  me  in  nomination  for  con- 
gress in  this  (16th)  Con.  District  and  it  will  now  be  necesasry 
for  me  to  remain  here  untill  after  the  Election  altho'  there 
can  be  but  little  doubt  as  to  the  result.  Although  I  have  not 
sought  the  nomination,  yet  having  received  it  as  the  Spontane- 
ous and  unanimous  gift  of  my  friends,  it  is  not  strange  perhaps 
that  I  have  a  desire  to  be  elected  rather  than  be  defeated  and 
it  will  be  expected  that  1  shall  remain  for  the  present  at  home. 
Soon  after  the  election  I  will  be  in  the  city  for  some  days.  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  delays  in  the  payment  of  inter- 
est by  our  friends  J.  Statts  and  Shepard  and  Baskett  and  Sal- 
ly Grosebeck  because  I  was  informed  that  they  were  punctual 
paying  persons.  I  will  write  to  them  immediately  requiring 
the  payment.  In  respect  to  Giuteau  I  suppose  that  nothing 
Can  be  obtained  either  of  principal  or  interest  untill  a  fore- 
closure is  commenced  on  the  Mortgages,  as  it  is  not  probable 
that  the  executor  of  B  Statts  will  advance  money  for  Guiteau's 
benefit,  while  Guiteau  is  in  possesion  and  receiveing  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  premises.  B  Statts'  execr.  and  (Col  Dibbel) 
the  man  up  the  lake  whose  name  I  have  now  forgoten  will  prob- 
ably be  prepared  to  purchas  whenever  1  foreclose  the  Mortgage. 
As  1  cannot  do  this  without  the  original  Mortgage  to  draw  the 
bill  in  Chancery,  if  you  will  enclose  it  to  me  with  the  bonds, 
I  will  have  it  commenced  without  delay  before  I  go  to  N.  Y. 
In  the  Collection  of  the  interest  or  in  the  payment  of  it  to  you 
there  shall  be  no  delay  on  my  part,  if  you  will  forward  me 
the  necessary  documents.  I  will  mention  to  the  people  indebted 
at  Buffalo  that  they  can  pay  interest  to  our  friend  Allen. 
Mrs.  M  unites  with  me  in  our  kindest  and  sincere  Respects  to 
you  and  Mr  and  Mrs  Allen,  Your  Friend 

Truely,  A  Mann  Jr. 

J.  W,  Parkins  Esqr, 
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Nov.  21st  1832. 

J.  W,  Parkins  Esqr. 
Sir 

In  reply  to  your  note  of  Yester- 
day I  do  not  hesitate  from  the  examination  I  have  made  to  ex- 
press my  opinion  that  the  securities  which  you  took  by  way  of 
Mortgage  and  Insurance  from  several  persons  at  Buffalo  are 
Valid,  sound,  and  abundant 

I  have  not  examined  ail  the  abstracts  of  title  but  from  the 
mode  in  which  the  business  was  transacted  and  your  prudent 
Caution  in  such  transactsons  I  liave  the  fullest  Confidence  in 
the  belief  above  Expressed 

Respectfully  and  Truely 

A  MANjNT  Jr. 


Fairfield  6  Febuary  1833, 

Dear  Sir 

I  am  to  day  honored  by  your  Kind  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo.    I  have  not  reed,  any  answer  as  yet  from  A  Leni- 
sat  Esq.  to  my  letters  of  5  Jany  enclosing  the  papers  against 
Stephenson  and  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  it  perhaps  he  may 
be  absent  from  Phila.  at  present.     I  have  expected  his  reply 
more  than  a  week  and  have  again  written  to  him  to  day  urg- 
ing him  to  let  me  know  whether  he  will  undertake  to  pursue 
Stephenson  with  me  as  I  suggested  to  him  last  Spring  and  to 
which  he  then  assented.  1  have  not  heard  a  word  from  Mr.  Atty 
Genl.  Bronson  since  I  wrote  to  him.    I  hope  soon  to  be  at  Al- 
bany when  I  will  Converse  with  him  again  and  give  you  such 
account  of  the  matters  as  1  receive  and  shall  be  thereby  able  to 
give.    I  trust  your  Counsel  will  serve  your  intrests  faithfully 
in  procureing  a  new  trial  if  posable.   I  am  fully  aware  of  your 
opinions  of  the  fugitive  Taylor  whom  you  mention  and  your 
deep  sense  of  injustice  by  his  instrimentality,  and  I  think  you 
are  right  in  refusing  to  negotiate  with  him  at  all.    If  any  thing 
is  ever  done  in  that  respect  it  would  be  better  to  let  some  one 
buy  the  ndgment  out  of  his  hands  for  a  small  trifle,  which  I 
think  could  soon  be  done  and  [judging  by  your  account  of  the 
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fellow]  so  that  he  would  not  be  the  gainer  by  his  practises. 
He  is  unquestionably  in  distresed  circumstances  which  drives 
him  to  New  York  in  hopes  to  obtain  relief  from  you,  he 
would  sell  out  and  assign  his  Judgment  by  this  time  cheap  as 
he  has  virtually  been  defeated  at  all  points  from  o])taining  his 
plunder  and  honorably  and  openly  and  successfully  resisted 
thus  far  by  you.  The  copy  of  your  letter  to  Ryckman  and 
Kirk  ought  to  have  been  perfectly  satisfactory  to  every  honor- 
able man  who  has  an  honest  interest  and  i  should  think  would 
have  gone  far  to  mitigate  any  injury  whether  real  or  supposed. 

You  are  kind  enough  to  ask  my  opnion  in  regard  to  the  pur- 
chase of  85,000  acres  of  land  in  my  neighbourhood  at  20  cents 
per  acre,  I  have  some  knowledge  of  these  lands  having  trav- 
ersed some  parts  of  them  and  although  a  wilderness  now  and 
accounted  poor  yet  I  have  little  doubt  that  an  investment  at 
that  very  low  price  will  be  in  the  progress  of  time  abundantly 
productive  Mr.  Brown  gave  for  these  same  lands  35  years 
since  30  cents  per  acre.    The  timber  is  abundant  and  valuable 
but  the  minerals  iron  tin  and  silver  which  abound  in  this  regein 
are  much  more  valuable.   There  is  no  part  in  the  known  world 
which  produces  better  iron  or  more  abundant.     Tin  combined 
with  a  small  portion  of  silver  is  said  to  exist  and  large  quanti- 
ties of  lead  may  be  obtained.    The  country  is  well  waterei 
healthy  and  Romantic  interspersed  with  small  Lakes  but  the 
cHmate  is  Cold  and  severe.    The  soil  is  in  some  parts  good 
but  considered  generally  best  adapted  to  grazing  and  thegrwoth 
of  Sheep  of  the  hardy  Kinds.  It  will  take  some  years  and  some 
Capital  and  enterprise  to  develope  the  resources  and  advantages 
of  this  tract  of  country  but  it  is  now  begining  to  attract  more 
attention.    A  few  years  since  the  country  about  the  Peru  Iron 
works  in  Clinton  Co.  near  Lake  Champlain  was  not  consid- 
red  worth  more  than  Brown's  tract-many  places  have  sold  not 
Long  since  for  thousands  per  acre  and  enormous  fortunes  have 
been  acquired.    I  have  never  Reed,  any  letters  from  Mr.  Sidell 
on  this  subject  1  am  not  in  a  situation  to  invest  much  any  where 
"  Small  boats  (you  know)  must  Keep  near  the  shore 
while  larger  vessels  may  venture  more." 
1  have  a  small  property  on  the  Erie  Canal  9  miles  East  of  Utica 
and  in  the  Village  of  Frankfort  which  is  a  place  improving  rap- 
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idly  and  must  continue  1  beleive  a  very  handsome  speculation 
may  be  made  at  this  place  by  purchasing  a  farm  of  130  acres, 
and  survaying  it  out  into  village  Lots  and  reselling.  The  farm 
is  now  owned  and  improved  by  a  Dutchman  and  is  in  and  and 
acent  to  this  villasre  on  the  stag  road  and  Canal  the  great  thor- 
ofares  through  this  State  and  he  offers  it  to  me  for  $S5  per  acre 
which  it  is  worth  for  fanning  purposes.  He  will  take  ^4500 
cash  and  if  I  can  succeed  in  obtaining  the  money,  am  inclined 
to  invest  it  there  as  I  beleive  1  can  realize  a  large  gain  in  a  few 
\  ears  of  more  than  double  the  amount  1  mention  this  to  wishing 
to  have  your  advice  as  a  friend  whose  longer  experiance  better 
enables  him  to  judge  of  matters  of  this  sort  and  the  opperations 
is  of  some  considerable  importance  to  me  as  it  vt^ill  take  consid- 
rable  of  my  loose  change  I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  you  enjoy 
a  comfortable  state  of  health.  I  have  thankfully  participated  in 
that  blessing  generally  but  for  a  few  days  past  I  have  been  oppres- 
sed with  Cold  and  head  ache.  My  little  family  are  in  good  health 
and  desire  their  kindness  to  all  in  whose  recollections  they  may  be 
Embraced,  Please  to  let  me  hear  from  you  as  your  convenience 
will  permit  I  am  Sir  Respectfully  and  truly  Yours 

A  MANN  Jr. 

J  W  Parkins  Esq 
New  York 


New  York,  10th  October,  1838. 
To  the  Honourable  Henry  A.  Wise,  M.  C. 
Sir 

The  high  estimation  in  which  I  held  your  undaunted  pub- 
lic spirit,  more  particularly  displayed  in  your  exposure  of  the 
corrupt  conduct  of  the  low  bred  catiff  A.  M.  has  encouraged 
me  to  take  the  liberty  to  address  you  in  a  long  letter  of  yes- 
terday*s  date,  for  which  liberty  I  beg  to  apologize,  as  also  for 
any  (and  I  am  afraid  there  are  many)  inaccuracies  in  it;  as  to 
atyle,  &c.  having  had  but  a  very  short  time  to  write  for  the 
mail,  or  rather  to  dictate,  not  being  able  on  account  of  my  eye- 
sight, to  write  without  assistance. 

I  now  take  the  liberty  to  forward  for  your  perusal,  nine  ori- 
ginal letters,  in  which  the  hand  writing  of  A.  M.  Nos.  12  3  7 
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8  10  20  23  and  29,  and  an  extract  which  form  a  part  of 
sixty-four  letters  and  documents,  which  I  received  from  the 
consummate /oo^  and  rogue  !  between  the  27th  October,  1837, 
and  the  7th  July  1834,  when  my  correspondence  terminated 
with  the  knave.  As  it  is  my  intention  as  soon  as  I  can  obtain 
the  legal  assistance  of  an  honest  and  independent  lawyer,  to 
commence  proceedings  against  the  said  M.  and  others,  I  most 
earnestly  request  your  utmost  care  of,  and  to  return,  the  same 
nine  letters  and  documents  to  me,  and  should  consider  it  a 
great  kindness  to  be  favoured  with  a  line  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience ;  and  if  more  important  claims  do  not  interfere  I 
would  make  every  compensation  in  my  power  to  secure 
your  advice  and  legal  services^  in  the  conducting  of  any  of  my 
legal  prosecution  of  M.  and  his  associates. 

I  have  been  informed  by  W.  Evans  that  you  and  his  brother- 
inlaw  Mr.  Underwood,  are  both  counsellors  at  law,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  if  you  can  after  concluding  your  congressional  duties, 
assist  me  in  belabouring  fhe  rascal  M.  and  his  gang  !  not  in  the 
Lynch  way,  but  in  a  legal  professional  manner,  and  get  him 
convicted^  which  may  as  easily  be  done,  as  was  his  friend 
Aaron  Sergeant  the  Auctioneer,  who  was  criminally  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  a  fine  and  imprisonment,  for  selling  under 
false  representations,  only  a  few  acres  !  part  of  the  8,500  acres 
of  land  which  M.  so  falsely  represented  in  his  letter  to  me. 
Hoping  to  be  favored  with  an  answer  by  the  return  of  post, 
I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself. 

Very  respectfully, 
,  And  truly  yours, 

J.  W.  PARKINS. 


H  New  York,  12thOctober,  1837 

I     Honourable  Henry  A.  Wise,  M.  C. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  time  is  so  short  ere  the  termination  of  the  present  sitting 
of  Congress,  that  there  is  no  time  for  arranging  the  multifarious 
documents,  or  even  to  take  copies  of  those  which  you  have 
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received,  relative  to  the  atrocious  conduct  of  A.  M.  in  his  pri- 
vate as  well  as  public  character  ;  and  again  request  that  you 
will  return  me  the  original  papers  I  have  already  sent,  as  soon 
as  Congress  is  adjourned,  and  I  hope  most  sincerely  that  you 
can  make  it  convenient  to  visit  New  York,  and  Tacitus  like, 
support  the  cause  of  the  very  much  injured  J.  W.  Parkins., 
formerly  High  Sheriff  of  London,  as  did  the  immortal  Cornelius 
Tacitus,  the  much  injured  and  oppressed  Africans  against  the 
pro-consul  Marius  Priscus  :  and  like  as  he  did,  cause  A.  M.  to 
be  condemned  for  his  avarice  and  extortion.    And  I  also  send 
you  copies  of  some  other  documents,  particularly  a  letter  to 
David  B.  Ogden  from  me,  of  a  recent  date,  and  another  to 
James  G.  Bennett,  the  squinting  scoundrel  of  the  Herald,  ad 
dressed  to  him  by  a  gentleman  then  residing,  at  Albany,  wh 
furnished  me  with  the  copy  which  you  will  see,,  as  stated,  wai 
not  published  by  that  nefarious  character,  the  former  particular 
friend  of  A.  M.  who  boasted  to  me  of  having  inlisted  him  to 
act  against  the  not  less  notorious  J.  W.  Webb,  when  he  came 
out  in  support  of  "  principles  not  men,"  alias  in  support  of 
N.  Biddle  and  the  United  State's  Bank.    And  I  beg  sir  to  say, 
you  are  at  full  liberty  to  exercise  your  own  discretion,  in  the 
exposing  of  the  different  characters  who  have  hitherto  with 
impunity  disgraced  the  character  of  the  Anglo  Americans,  and 
give  you  credit  for  the  wisdom  and  courage  which  you  have 
displayed  in  the  recent  attacks  v/hich  you  have  made  upon 
the  minions  of  corruption  at  Washington, 
And  am,  Sir, 
^  With  the  greatest  respect, 

Yours,  J.  W.  PARKINS. 


I 


